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Programme

First Session, Monday 11 October: 19:30-21:30

· Introduction to the programme of the WG6 sessions

· Minutes of last meeting

· Presentation of Inventory of VCU protocols for Organic and Low Input Agriculture (Dingena Donner)

· Discussion on the presentation

Second Session, Wednesday 13 October: 14:00-16:00

· Presentation of Draft Working Plan

· Discussion on the plan

· Division of tasks/responsibilities

· Next Workshop and other activities for 2005

Chairing of the meeting: Aart Osman

Minutes: Lars Ericson (11 October), Klaus Peter Wilbois (13 October), Aart Osman

FIRST SESSION (11 October)

Introduction to the programme of the WG6 sessions

Aart gave an introduction to the work in workgroup 6, with a special address to members who did not participate in the last meeting in Tune, Denmark, in the end of June. He also told us that the presentations made by members of WG 6 in Tune, now were put up on the Intraweb and he invited new participants to send him their presentations, so that these could be added to this document.

The objective of the two meetings during this Workshop is to complete the Working plan, divide tasks and plan activities for the coming year. Aart briefly went through the proposed objectives of the Working Group as presented in the Working Plan (sent together with the programme by e-mail to all participants and dated 30 September 2004). He proposed one important addition to the text in the general objective: To add “diverse populations (variety mixtures, composite cross populations)” after the word “varieties”. New text “To facilitate the release of new cereal varieties, diverse populations (variety mixtures, composite cross populations) which are better adapted to organic and low input agriculture by developing policies and improving methodologies for variety research and release”. This phrase also comes back in the different sub objectives, whenever appropriate. A new version of the Working plan will be circulated with the minutes of this meeting.
Participants were asked to give written corrections to the text of the objectives and sub-objectives before the second session (13 October). During this second session the Working Plan will be discussed in more detail. 

The rest of the first session was used to discuss the results of the progress of the first activity, inventory of VCU protocols, which already started after the last meeting. This was because Dingena Donner, co-ordinator of this activity, would not be present during the second session. This activity belongs to Sub-Objective One of the Working Plan and gives input for further activities for Sub-Objective One. 

Minutes of last meeting

There were now comments on the minutes of the meeting in Tune.

Presentation of Inventory of VCU protocols for Organic and Low Input Agriculture (Dingena Donner)

Dingena presented the inventory of VCU protocols from different countries that has been done since last meeting. She handed out a draft of the Excel-pages, which also can be found at the intra-web.

Starting with winter wheat, we went to through the different Excel-sheets. It was concluded that there are a lot of similarities between the protocols in different countries. Differences that can be seen can be a starting point for discussions. Examining the Excel-sheets we noticed differences in eg. plot size, design, the way to express lodging (Belgium has an index that consists of both inclination and the percentage of the plot that is lodged), measuring of LAI and/or weed suppression etc. or not.

Discussion on the presentation

After discussion we ended up with the following list of traits that could be input for further discussions. Also persons volunteered to be responsible to elaborate further activities for each trait.

Trait
Wheat
Barley
Responsible

Experimental and statistical design
X
X
Philippe Le Coent

Seed density/seed germination rate
X
X
Iréne Felix

Weed suppression - competition (index)
X
X
Clemens Kruepl, Lars Ericson

Lodging (index)
X
X
Johan van Waes

Diseases – how to score and inoculate?
X
X
Kerstin Flath

Baking trails
X

Not defined yet

Aart pointed out that we had so far discussed pure varieties, but that we also have to consider mixtures and populations in our work. It was agreed that they also could fit into the scheme above. There are, however, some characteristics that can be hard to measure in mixtures, for example diseases, and so need special attention.

Most topics are also of interest of other Working Groups of this COST action and preferably will be developed with the appropriate working group. This could be in the form of organising common sessions with presentations on the different topics during the next SUSVAR workshop. The possibilities of such a common workshop is currently topic of discussion between Hanne Oestergaard and the other working group leaders. It might be possible to include this in the next Susvar Workshop, summer 2005, possibly in Scotland. Aart hopes to have more information during the next session (13 October).

Other issues
Philippe suggested "Definitions of Low-input agriculture" as a topic for the Open Discussion of the COST action Workshop on Wednesday, October 13th. Aart will inform Hanne Oestergaard on this.

Aart reminded us to fill in or eventually correct the Excel-sheet about protocols on the intra-web, as soon as possible. He also invited the newcomers to send in a presentation of themselves and their work, to be put up on the intraweb.

As it was already close to 10.00 pm it was mutually agreed to close this session.

SECOND SESSION (13 October)

Presentation of the Working Plan, Discussion on the plan, Division of tasks/responsibilities

Aart presented the proposal for the working plan for WG 6, which was sent by e-mail to all potential participants (e-mail of 30 September). The proposal is based on the discussions during the previous workshop in June in Tune, Denmark.

No written comments on the wording of the objectives were received. This was requested by e-mail and during the previous session of 11 October. So there was no need for discussing the wording.

The question was raised whether we should concentrate on organic or on low input conditions. The participants agree on concentrating on organic conditions since those are properly defined and low input conditions are not. Organic farming is a very good model also for low input, although in some countries also high input organic agriculture exists. Low input will be deleted everywhere it turns up in the text. 

Next is the question whether the list of sub objectives is complete or not and if all sub-objectives are relevant or not. Participants are satisfied with the proposed sub-objectives. 

Finally the sub-objectives, proposed activities and people responsible for each activity are discussed.

SO1: To pool knowledge on methodologies for the evaluation of variety characteristics, set up of research and trial design and statistical analysis.

This sub-objective has priority and was already discussed during the first session (see page 2). Uta Schnock was interested to add “tolerance to harrowing” to the list of topics. Vija Strazdina volunteered to coordinate the further elaboration of the topic and Clemens Kruepl and Aart Osman were prepared to share the experience from their research.

Next steps are an inventory of methodologies used to measure each characteristics. Most interesting way to do this is to organise workshops and ask researchers with experience to present their methodologies. For the topics of diseases, weed suppression and statistical design this should be done together with the other relevant working groups of SUSVAR. A possible date for this is the next SUSVAR meeting, probably in May/June 2005, probably in Scotland. Whether this will be possible also depends on the interest of the other working groups. This is currently under discussion among the working group leaders. As soon as these discussions have concluded Aart will inform the WG6 members on how to proceed with this activities.

Final result would be a type of handbook with methodologies and a overview of organic VCU protocols in the different countries. This would mean compiling the presentations during the workshops and reporting the discussions. No volunteer was found yet for coordinating this.

SO 2: To establish whether organic variety research leads to other results than conventional research 

This is also a priority activity and will be started in 2005. Aart takes over the coordination together with Lars Ericson and Jakob Willas. They will make a working plan together.

Uta Schnock is willing to share data of the Bundes Sorten Amt. Data on individual entries which are not published in the official list are confidential however and so an arrangement on how to treat such data should be made.

SO3: To improve (economic) efficiency of organic variety research by studying the possibilities of 

a. international collaboration, 

b. integration of organic and conventional VCU

c. combining data of formal and informal (farmers, traders) variety 

A: possibilities of international collaboration

A first step to see if information of variety trials in other countries are a useful addition to the information from the national trials, would be checking if there are varieties which are already used in the trials of more than one country (and than compare the existing data on performances). Ideally common trials should be set up for this comparison, but financially this is no option. We could however try to include common varieties in existing variety trials, wherever possible. 

Jakob Willas is going to co-ordinate this action and everyone will look for possibilities to include check varieties in existing trials. 

B: possibilities of integration of organic and conventional VCU

To study this we need input from SO2. This activity will start later (2006?), when data is available and a person responsible was not assigned yet.

C: possibilities of  combining data of formal and informal (farmers, traders) variety 

None of the participants showed interest in developing this topic

SO 4: To stimulate participation of users (farmers, traders, processors, breeders) in varity research.

There is no good idea of how to tackle this. We are all aware of the importance of participation of market partners farmers and processors etc. but we also feel that there is already sufficient participation of different partners in the regular VCU. Although we also agree that processors is a difficult group to deal with.

The topic of participatory research is also on the agenda of Working Group 1. They also want to organise a workshop on this together with ECO-PB. Laurence Fontaine (with support of Aart) takes over the coordination on behalf of WG6. The workshop shall take place in 2006 in France and shall be discussed further in the ECO-PB conference in January 2005.

SO 5: To elaborate solutions for dealing with possible legal impediments for releasing varieties and diverse populations (variety mixtures, composite cross populations)

This will be carried out in the second half of this action (after 2006) and should be further elaborated with Working Group 1. Philippe Le Coent and Laurence Fontaine are interested to coordinate this acitvity in due time.

SO 6: To elaborate policies on variety research and release
This will be an end product of our action and should also be left to the last year. A coordinator will be found in due time.

SO 7: To stimulate exchange of results of organic VCU 

This could be done by everybody putting relevant documents on the web site. We need a better structure of our area in the intraweb (division in folders by topic). Aart will contact the web master to find out how this should be done.

Activities for 2004/2005

· Complete Working Plan with results of this meeting and circulate (Aart)

· Plan next Workshops, most likely integrated in the next COST workshop and inform members of WG6 (Aart)

· SO1: Compile information on methodologies used for the traits selected, prepare programme for presentations during workshops, report results (responsible for each trait, see table page 2; Coordination Aart)

· SO2: Make a plan, gather data and start analysing (Jakob Willas, Lars Ericsson, Aart Osman)

· SO3a: Make a plan, inventory of existing organic variety trials? (Jakob Willas)
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