Minutes from WG2's 1st meeting, June 28-30 at Tune Landboskole, Denmark

Participants

The following participated in WG2's meeting: Paul Hallet, United Kingdom; Pawel Krajewski, Polen; Francois Piraux, France; Thure Pavlo Hauser, Denmark; Hans Pinnscmidt, Denmark and Kristian Kristensen, Denmark.

Agenda

1. Presentation of members in the working group

2. GxE interaction

3. Analyses of non-normal distributed data

4. Relation to other working groups

5. Tasks and data to look at

6. Planning of coming meetings

7. Planning of STSM's

Ad. 1 

Each participant were given time to present himself (name, education, job tasks, relation to SUSVAR, expectation to benefits from SUSVAR and contributions to SUSVAR
)

Ad. 2

It was agreed that several methods exists for analysing such data. Kristian Kristensen presented the data from the BAROF project. One of the wishes when analysing the G(E interaction is to separate it into Genotype(GrowingSystem, Genotype(YearSite and remainder.  It was agreed that the data on yield and some of the most important additional variable should be made available to members of the group so that they each could look at the data and carry out the analyses they find most relevant. The different analyses should then be presented and discussing during the scheduled meeting in Witzenhausen in October 2004.

Ad.3

This point was not considered in detail during the meeting.

Ad. 4 

During the meeting it was decided that WG2 would prepare and present review of methods for stability. Pawel and Francois would cooperate and do that and present the result at the scheduled meeting in Witzenhausen in October 2004.

The group would like to cooperate with other WG's on how to analyse data from mixtures and Thure intends to do some work on that during 2005.

There seem to be a need for temporal-spatial models, but the group does not see any possibility to work on that topic before 2006.

The group had a short discussion on how to set up experiments to be carried out in several countries. The discussion can be summarised in the following points:

· Set up a standard set of environmental characteristics in order to be able to explain the differences that may be seen.
· Use a common set of varieties. The group does not consider a single common variety to be sufficient. The group recognised that it may be difficult and irrelevant to have the same set 
· in both south and north Europe

· Use same type of design 

· Use agreed method of accessing variables. It is important that the variables are accessed in the same way in all countries and that the methods used are well described.
Ad 5.

The following tasks will to be considered

· Review of stability methods (mentioned at point 4)

· Statistical analyses of BAR-OF data (mentioned at point 2)
· Suggestions for Plan/Contribution at meeting in Poznan 2005. It was discussed to have a WG2 meeting in Poznan during 2005 and that the meeting should be arranged in cooperation with one of another "relevant" meeting scheduled to be held near Poznan in 2005. All group members should think on topics to be dealt with in 2005 before the meeting in Witzenhausen in October 2004. 

· Analyses of mixtures. It is expected to do some work on that topic and report on the results in 2005 (see also point 4)

· Temporal-spatial models. There are no decisions on what to do, but there may be some work on that in 2006 (se also point 4).

Ad 6

During the meeting in Witzenhausen in October 2004 the group made the following draft agenda.
· Presentation of analyses on BAR-OF data

2 h
· Statistical methods on stability


1½ h

· Discussion on future work 


1 h

· Other matters



½ h
Some of the topics may be held in sections common to other working groups and some may be held in sections particularly for WG2. Other topics may be added later.
Ad 7

There were no actual plans, but it was agreed that all members should consider were it will be appropriate to use STSM's.

