Sweden

Variety testing for cereals in organic agriculture in Sweden (a) and improvement of systems for organic cereals in Northern areas (b). 

Contact: Lars Ericson and Staffan Larsson, Swedish Univ. of Agricultural Sciences

Financing body and period: Swedish Board of Agriculture a)1997-2004, b) INTERREG III A -  2003-2005.

a) Aim: Testing of varieties on organically managed land in different parts of Sweden. Focusing on weed-competiveness, disease resistant, winter hardiness and production in low input systems. 

Experiments: 12 field trials are conducted each year, at locations from south to north in Sweden. In some of the experiments rye grass is used as a "standardised weed" to study competition. In different parts of Sweden the selection of varieties differ, due to their adoption to climate as for example early maturity. In Southern Sweden testing involves both spring and winter cereals, while in Northern Sweden only spring barley and oats are included. In a laboratory study resistance to Common bunt (Tilletia caries) in spring wheat is tested. 

b) Aim: To promote growing of organic cereals in areas in the County of Tröndelag in Norway and the County of Jämtland in Sweden.

Experiments: This project deals to a large extent with extension service, field demonstrations and activities for farmers in the area. Research in this project focus on two main areas, variety testing and how to supply cereals with nutrients in a low input system. Emphasis is on the use of manure and how this affect nitrogen supply and risk for leaching of nitrogen from the system. Field experiments are conducted in Jämtland and in Tröndelag. The design of the experiments for variety testing is almost similar to those in the national program, although the assortment of varieties is not entirely the same.

Participants: Hanna Arvidsson, County administration in Jämtland, Per-Erik Nemby, Swedish Univ. of Agric. Sciences, Dept. of Agric. Research for Northern Sweden, Lars Nesheim, Planteforsk, Kvithammar Norway.

