NETHERLANDS

Comparing organic and conventional Value for Cultivation and Use research for spring wheat

Contact: Aart Osman, Louis Bolk Instituut
Participants: A. Osman and E. Lammerts van Bueren from Louis Bolk Instituut; L. van den Brink from Applied Plant Research (PPO-AGV), D. Donner from CGN

Financing body and period: Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality and Product Board for Arable Crops (HPA): 2000-2005

Aim: designing a scientifically and economically sound system of Value for Cultivation and Use research for Spring Wheat
Experiments: Each year 15 varieties are screened for suitability for organic farming on three locations. Besides that, the research includes a pre-screening of about 10 new lines per year at one location. Promising lines from the pre-screening are included in the multilocatinal trial of the next year. The research protocol was developed in close collaboration with the sector and includes characteristics such as weed competitiveness and baking quality and yield. The system is compared with results of testing the same varieties in a conventional trial. In the same project a organic variety testing system for onion is developed in a similar way.
Analytical aspects: Develoment of screening and evaluation methods for characteristics such as weed competiveness and appropriate tests for baking quality. Analysis of Genotype by Environment interaction for different plant characteristics.
