Seed for Organic farming – Breeding for Organic farming

Contact: J. Strommer from ARGE Biolandbau; Michael Oberforster, Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety (AGES), Institute for Plant Varieties.

Participants: M. Oberforster, M. Werteker from Austrian Agency for Health and Food Safety; W. Hartl from Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Organic farming; K. Löschenberger, J. Birschitzky from Saatzucht Donau; University for Agriculture

Fiancing body and period: Ministry of Agriculture, 2002-2004
Aim: Better understand biotic interactions in the organic growing system, investigate the importance of genotype-environment interactions, select genotypes suitable for organic farming conditions, implement organic variety testing if needed. 

Experiments: 1) winter wheat: 5 locations (3 in the Pannonic region, 2 in humid regions) with about 20-25 varieties (candidates and standards) assessed over three years under organic conditions for agronomical characters including disease resistance to natural occurring diseases, weed competitiveness, yield and quality; 2) spring barley: 4 locations (2 in the Pannonic region, 2 in humid regions) with about 16 varieties (candidates and standards) assessed over three years under organic conditions for agronomical characters including disease resistance to natural occurring diseases, weed competitiveness, yield and quality; 3) winter rye and winter triticale: each 1 location under organic conditions; 4) potatoes (2 locations) and field pea (3 locations) under organic conditions
Analytical aspects: 1) Analysis of genotype-environment interactions; 2) VCU. 
