Final SUSVAR Workshop 

Sustainable cereal production after 2020: Visions from the SUSVAR network
Karrebæksminde, Zealand, Denmark

14 – 17 April 2008.

Aim: The aim of this workshop is to develop future visions for 2020 to 2030 on sustainable cereal production by the SUSVAR network. This will encompass our understanding of recent developments in cereal production and working towards joint visions, design, and analysis of future sustainable cereal production systems.

Background

To become sustainable, agriculture has to address a number of important drivers including adaptation to, and mitigation of, climate change, loss of soil fertility and biodiversity, as well as concerns over the supply and safety of energy and food. Expertise from the SUSVAR Network can help in governing a sustainable future development with respect to plant breeding and cereal production.
Discussions at the workshop towards our future visions will deal with the role of cereal breeding, cereal variety testing, cereal production and cereal products in relation to some of the following topics (in alphabetic order) considered to be important in the development of sustainable agriculture: 

1. Crop and soil management

2. Economics at the farmer and national level 

3. Energy production

4. Human and animal nutrition 

5. Land use  

6. Legal matters 
7. Participation of stakeholders 

8. Processing of cereals 

We expect that the outcomes of the workshop will be:

(1) A broader understanding of future sustainable cereal production.

(2) Publications that outline our visions of possible sustainable futures and strategies to obtain them. 

The workshop will be supported by structured and moderated group work, using the method of Appreciative Inquiry. This approach will be introduced at the workshop. For more information we refer to, e.g.,

http://appreciativeinquiry.case.edu/intro/whatisai.cfm 

Registering for the workshop:

As usual, you will find a registration form on the SUSVAR homepage (http://www.cost860.dk) – to be uploaded primo January 2008.
The success of the workshop depends on participation throughout each stage of the discussions. We very much encourage you to attend the whole workshop from dinner on Monday 14th to lunch on Thursday 17th and, therefore, there is a fixed registration fee (see below). 
To help preparations, each participant is kindly asked to give a very short statement on the registration form on the following issue "What changes in relation to sustainable cereal production have you observed in your country in the last four years". 
The workshop involves participants working in groups in some of the eight topics listed above. The composition of the groups will be planned ahead of the meeting. Therefore, if you have any preferred topic among those mentioned or if you are missing an important topic, please, indicate this on the regiswtration form and we will attempt to meet your wishes.  
Preliminary program: 

	
	Monday 14 April
	Tuesday 15 April
	Wednesday 16 April
	Thursday 17 April

	Morning
	
	Group work

Plenum session Invited speaker
	Group work

Plenum session Invited speaker
	Group work

Plenum session

	Afternoon
	Arrival

MC meeting
	Group work

Plenum session Invited speaker
	Group work

Plenum session Invited speaker
	Departure

	Evening
	Plenum session
	Social evening
	Social evening
	


Place and accommodation: The workshop will take place at Karrebæksminde Conference Centre (http://www.folkeferie.dk/sw5952.asp) in Denmark, 2 hours travel by train and bus from Copenhagen Airport, Kastrup (other Danish airports may also be possible). Accommodation will be in small houses with living room, two bedrooms and one toilet and bathroom. It will be possible to indicate with whom you would prefer to share the house. Detailed information how to reach the place will be sent via e-mail to the participants.

Registration fee and reimbursement. The registration fee is 450 EUR for the workshop period dinner Monday 14th to lunch Thursday 17th which corresponds to the COST reimbursement for this period. It covers all expenses, accommodation, meals, etc. Activities in addition to this period will be charged individually as well as reductions due to later arrival or earlier departure. However, such reductions may not be as large as the similar reductions in the COST reimbursement. The method of payment of the registration fee will be described on the registration form. 
As usual, there is an upper limit on the number of reimbursements from COST. Therefore, all persons registered will get information about their reimbursement as soon as possible and before end of February. Those eligible for reimbursement are members of the SUSVAR Network including from each member country at maximum 1 MC member or substitute and 2 members from each WG.
Deadline for registration and payment: Registration will be possible at the SUSVAR website from primo January 2008. Deadline of registration will be February 4th 2008. Payment will be needed by March 24th 2008.
Local organizers: Hanne Østergård and Lisa Munk. 

Scientific organizers: Edith Lammerts van Bueren, Fabio Mascher, Hanne Østergård, Isabelle Goldringer, Kristian Kristensen, Lisa Munk, Maria Finckh, Martin Wolfe, and Steve Hoad.
