SUSVAR Workshop 

Varietal characteristics of cereals in different growing systems with special emphasis on below ground traits

Velence, Hungary, 29 May – 01 June 2007.

Linked to SUSVAR WG and MC meetings. Also a SUSVAR WG5 workshop with provisional title Fusarium diseases in cereals – potential impacts from sustainable cropping systems will take place as a satellite meeting Friday 1st June (13.30) to Saturday 2nd June (12.00). More information will soon be available on the web site. 
Aim: SUSVAR will organize a workshop which for 2 days brings together members of SUSVAR and other scientists interested in varietal characteristics of cereals. 
Invited speakers will introduce research related to varietal characteristics below ground:
· QTL’s for below ground characteristics 

· Genetic variation for root characteristics and nutrient uptake and use efficiency

· Varietal interactions with beneficial microorganisms/seed borne diseases 
· Plant competition below ground/allelopathy 
Further, all participants are invited to bring a poster dealing with topics from SUSVAR Working Groups and if possible having some below-ground relation:
· Plant-microbe interactions below ground
· Genetic variation and genetic resources especially for traits below ground 
· Importance of crop diversity (variety mixtures, composite crosses and intercropping) especially on below ground interactions 
· Influence of different growing systems on varietal characteristics (e.g. from variety testing) especially below ground 
Invited moderators will help in summarizing the posters and facilitate poster discussion. 
Preliminary program: 

· MC meeting, first poster viewing (Tuesday evening: 19.00 – 21.00)

· Plenum session – general introduction 5-6 presentations (Wednesday: 9-12.30, 30 min break)

· Lunch and second poster viewing (Wednesday: 12.30 – 14.30) 

· Plenum session – moderation of 3 poster sessions (Wednesday: 14.30 – 18.00, 30 min break)
· WG meetings (Wednesday evening: 19-21)

· Plenum session – moderation of 1 poster session (Thursday morning: 9.00 – 10.30)

· 2 sessions of discussion groups e.g. themes from the different WG subgroups (Thursday morning: 11.00 – 12.30 and 13.30 to 15.00)

· Visit the organic nursery and phytotron of the Agricultural Research Institute of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Martovásár, and social dinner at the Brunszvik Castle  in the institute (Thursday afternoon: from 15:00)

· MC Meeting (Friday morning: 9.00- 12.00)

Place and accomodation: In pleasant surroundings (close to a small lake) in the middle of the country at Velence (www.hoteljuventus.hu/juv_bem.html), 41 km from west of Budapest. By bus and train it takes approximately 2 hours from Budapest Airport.

Accommodation will be in single or double hotel rooms with fitness facilities. Detailed information how to reach the place will be sent via e-mail to the participants.

Registration fee of 400 EUR: covers all expenses being accommodation in single room, meals, excursion, for Tuesday dinner to Friday lunch. The way of payment of the registration fee will be described on the registration form.
Deadline for registration: Registration will be possible at this site from end February 2007. Deadline of registration will be April 1st 2007 for people to be reimbursed by SUSVAR and April 15th 2007 for others. As the number of participants will be limited to about 80, all registered will get a confirmation of their participation as soon as possible. Eligible for reimbursement are 1 MC member or substitute from each member country, invited speakers and members of SUSVAR presenting a poster. This year, the grant for reimbursements may be sufficient to cover most participants. 
Deadline for submission of Abstracts for the proceeding: May 10th 2007. Abstracts of all presentations, orals and posters, are required. Extended abstracts of up to 4 pages are welcome. A preliminary book of abstracts will be available at arrival and it will be published after the meeting. 
Local organizers: Géza Kovács and Gyula Vida 

Scientific organizers: Hanne Østergård and WG leaders

